
Courage to Innovate:
2020 - 21 School Year
Plan

1



Table of Contents

Overview 3

Health & Safety 4

Facilities & Cleaning Enhancements 13

Preparing Children 14

Teaching & Learning 15

Remote Learning 16

Carpool 18

Updated Food Policy 23

Extended Day Registration 24

Extracurricular Activities 25

Outdoor Education & Field Trips 25

References 26

2



Overview
This document contains our plan to accommodate students for both on-campus and
remote learning for the 2020 - 21 school year. You’ll find detailed plans and policies in
your TCS Handbook.

Staggered first days
(Aug. 19 - 26)

Small classroom pods with
1 - 2 teachers

Updated health
scenarios

Staggered arrival and
dismissal times

Face masks, physical
distancing, and enhanced

hand hygiene for all

Individual supply kits
and 1:1 devices

Updated
food policy

Visitors and families on
campus by appointment

only

Updated carpool
procedures
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Health & Safety
Overview

The Children’s School’s planning team consulted with a wide range of local and federal
governments, the Georgia Department of Public Health, physicians inside and outside of
the school community, epidemiologists, and researchers to create our plan.

Our on-campus plan prioritizes health and safety and its success depends on each one of
us in the Wolf Pack community wearing masks, practicing good hand hygiene, and
maintaining physical distancing  both on campus and when we’re off campus. Following
the CDC’s guidelines when we’re on-campus or off-campus will help keep our community
healthy and our campus open.

It also means staying home when we are sick and contacting the school nurse to report
honestly and immediately if you or someone in your family has come in close contact with
someone who is experiencing COVID-19 symptoms or receives a positive COVID-19 test
result.
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Health Screening Policy

Students, teachers, and staff will have their temperature checked and will be screened for
COVID-19 using the Health Screening Form to be completed within one hour before
arriving on campus.

At-Home Screening for Symptoms

You can help prevent the spread of COVID-19 and help us control this illness. Please
watch for these COVID-19 flagged symptoms in your child(ren), any siblings, family
members and caregivers such as a nanny, babysitter, and/or any person outside of the
child's immediate family who provides care:

● Within the past 10 days, has your child, any siblings, family members, or caregivers
had any of the following symptoms of COVID-19 as identified by the CDC?

○ Fever (100.4 or above) or chills

○ Cough

○ Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing

○ Muscle/body aches

○ New loss of taste or smell

○ Sore throat

○ New or unusual headache*

○ New or unusual fatigue*

○ New or unusual congestion or runny nose*

○ Nausea or vomiting*

○ Diarrhea*

● Has your child, any siblings, family members, caregivers, or any of their close
contacts (within 6 feet of person for at least 15 minutes), been diagnosed with
COVID-19, suspected to have COVID-19 or placed in quarantine by a medical
professional or local public health official for possible exposure to COVID-19
within the past 14 days?

If you answer yes to any of the above questions, your child should not come to school
unless you answered yes to the starred (*) questions and you have a doctor’s note to
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explain the symptoms and to give them permission to come to campus. Please contact the
school nurse for further instruction regarding return to school.

On-campus Temperature Checks
TCS staff members including the school nurse, directors of student life, and front desk
receptionist will take the temperature of every student, teacher, and administrator who
comes on campus using an infrared, non-contact digital thermometer during carpool.

Temperature Checks at Carpool
All students will be screened for fever (100.4 or above) at carpool prior to entering the
campus. Caregivers will remain in the car (after helping younger children out of their
carseat(s) if necessary and quickly reentering the car) and will wait until all children in the
car are cleared before leaving. Any student who registers a temperature of 100.4 degrees
or more (as well as any other children in the car) will be taken home by parents to
quarantine as outlined in Updated COVID-19 Scenarios section.

Midday Temperature Checks
Teachers will also take student temperatures one other time - around the middle of the
school day - and again if students attend Extended Day Discovery or EPIC. Anyone with a
temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher will not be allowed on campus or they will report
to a designated room until a caregiver can pick them up.
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COVID-19 Symptoms & Health Screening Forms

Every student, teacher, and administrator must complete a health screening form:

● Within one hour before arriving on campus
● If you leave campus and come back before the end of the school day, such as you

might do for a doctor’s appointment

The form asks if your child, household member, or other close contact is exhibiting these
flagged COVID-19 symptoms and/or has had possible recent exposures to others with
these symptoms:

● Fever (100.4 or above) or chills

● Cough

● Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing

● Muscle/body aches

● New loss of taste or smell

● Sore throat

● New or unusual headache*

● New or unusual fatigue*

● New or unusual congestion or runny nose*

● Nausea or vomiting*

● Diarrhea*

Screening questions will be used as a guiding tool for the school nurse and TCS staff and
faculty to help families determine whether or not their child can come to campus that day
and/or when their child will be able to return to campus. Only students, staff and faculty
who answer NO to all of questions (unless you answered yes to the starred (*) questions
and you have a doctor’s note) can come to campus.
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COVID-19 Scenarios

Overview

We have worked closely with the Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) and other
medical experts to outline the most common health scenarios we may encounter this
school year along with a return-to-campus health plan for each scenario. We understand
that we may run into scenarios outside of the ones listed below, and we will work with our
contact at DPH on those scenarios should they arise.

It’s also important for parents to always partner with the school nurse to determine the
best course of action for a child because each case is multifaceted and won’t necessarily
fall neatly into one of these scenarios.

As COVID-19 continues to evolve, we may make more changes to our scenarios. If we
make further changes, we’ll announce those changes in “Happenings,” the weekly
e-newsletter emailed every Thursday and we’ll update the COVID-19 Resources page on
PowerSchool Learning.

About the Scenarios

Here are important things to know as you review the scenarios in the diagram below:
● Individuals with symptoms, who are suspected to have COVID-19, or who may

have a positive COVID-19 test need to quarantine for 10 days because it is
assumed the virus was in its incubation period during days 0-4.

● Individuals with direct exposure but no symptoms must quarantine for 14 days
which is the amount of time a person is contagious if they have the virus.

● In the section titled “What happens to the pod?” in the diagram below, a pod refers
to a child’s close contacts which can include a child’s classroom pod, Extended Day
pod, math group, carpool group (if you choose to carpool), or other close contacts
as determined by the school’s contact tracing program in consultation with the
Georgia Department of Public Health.
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COVID-19 Testing
● Individuals who must quarantine can choose to undergo COVID-19 testing

as outlined in the diagram below. The criteria for the days on which the tests
should be taken will be provided by the school nurse. Please be aware that
because of delayed time in receiving test results, test results may not reduce
an individual’s quarantine period.

● Please be aware that the time-based quarantine method is currently
preferred by the CDC.

● TCS is not currently offering COVID-19 testing to students. Parents should
consult a physician about where and how to undergo COVID-19 testing, if
testing is desired by parents or recommended by a student’s physician.

● All individuals who test for COVID-19 should share those test results with
the school nurse.

● If a student is exposed to a COVID-19 positive person but the student is not
showing symptoms (asymptomatic), the student can take a COVID-19 test
on day 10 of their 14 day quarantine and return if the test is negative.
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Click here to see the graphic enlarged.

On-campus Students with COVID-19 Symptoms

Students who exhibit COVID-19 symptoms while at school will be sent to the school nurse
for evaluation. Parents/caregivers will be required to pick up symptomatic students within
one hour, and the student will wait in a designated room until they are picked up.
Parents/caregivers who are picking up should park in the carpool lane in front of the
school and complete the checkout form to check-out your child(ren). Once you've
completed the form, call the main office number (404-873-6985), and a TCS employee will
walk your child to or from your car.

10

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZA4v4o_n_2Hs5wwh3V315oV2mRrZ7fbf/view?usp=sharing


Students with Chronic Medical Conditions

If your child suffers from a chronic medical condition such as seasonal allergies or asthma
that causes them to exhibit the above symptoms, you may provide the school nurse with a
doctor’s note that describes the symptoms, expected duration, and clears them for school
attendance. These students are still required to complete the Student Health Screening
Form, indicating that they have a doctor’s note to provide to TCS.

Contact Tracing

Contact tracing is part of the process to help minimize the spread of COVID-19. TCS will
work with the Georgia Department of Public Health and the infected person to identify
close contacts and then notify community members who may be close contacts which can
include a child’s classroom pod, Extended Day pod, math group, carpool group (if you
choose to carpool), or other close contacts.

When used with other public health measures including the health screening form,
contact tracing is a strategy to help prevent further spread of COVID-19. It is expected
that all families will cooperate fully with contact tracing efforts required by the Georgia
Department of Public Health.

If you have questions about our contact tracing plan, please contact the school nurse.

Contact Tracing in Action

1.
The school nurse, director of Human Resources, or head of school will notify
local public health officials when there is a suspected or confirmed case of
COVID-19 for any student or employee.

2.
Using Department of Public Health guidelines, TCS will work with the affected
person, siblings, and family to identify and notify close contacts which can
include a child’s classroom pod, Extended Day pod, math group, and carpool
group (if you choose to carpool).

3.
We will maintain patient privacy as per HIPAA guidelines, and will notify you if
someone in your family is considered a close contact.
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Reporting Confirmed COVID or Suspected COVID Case

To help ensure the health and safety of the entire school community, all positive or
suspected cases of COVID-19 in students, families, staff, and faculty should be reported to
the school nurse.

Communicating a Confirmed COVID or Suspected COVID Case

TCS will work closely with the Georgia Department of Public Health to determine who
within TCS needs to be notified in the event of a confirmed case of COVID-19 based on
each individual case. Nurse Colleen will notify parents via email of a confirmed positive
COVID-19 test result in a classroom pod (provided we receive that information) and
anything that is presumed to be an exposure to COVID-19 in the pod. We will not
communicate the identity of the faculty/staff member or student with COVID-19 to
anyone other than state or local health authorities pursuant to applicable law, and we will
not communicate a positive or suspected COVID-19 case to the entire community unless
that is recommended by the Georgia Department of Health at that time. We will use our
contact tracing program in collaboration with the Georgia Department of Health to
contact the individuals who were exposed and give instructions on next steps.
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Facilities & Cleaning Enhancements
Air Filtration System
We are installing a new air filtration system in each building which uses needlepoint bipolar
ionization technology to clean indoor air. The technology uses an electronic charge to
create a plasma field filled with a high concentration of positive and negative ions which
attach to particles, pathogens, and gases. The ions:

a. Help particles to clump together, making them filterable
b. Kill pathogens by robbing them of life-sustaining hydrogen
c. Breakdown harmful VOCs with an Electron Volt Potential under twelve (eV<12)

into harmless compounds like O2, CO2, N2, and H2O
d. Travel within the air stream into the occupied spaces, cleaning the air

everywhere the ions travel, even in spaces unseen

Upgraded Air Filters
Our facilities team is upgrading our air filters from MERV 9 to MERV 13 to help improve
HVAC filtration.

Mechanical Sprayers
TCS purchased mechanical sprayers to help disinfect classrooms, common areas, and
playground equipment. We will use the mechanical sprayers after each recess, throughout
the day on handrails and high-touch surfaces throughout campus. The sprayers use an
EPA-registered, multi-surface cleaner and disinfectant when students are not using the
classrooms, common areas, or playground equipment.

Directional Signage
We have directional signage throughout campus to designate specific entrances/exits
into/out of each classroom, indicate direction on a one-way sidewalk, demonstrate proper
hand hygiene, remind our community to maintain a 6-ft distance, and more.

Clear, Acrylic Shields
To help with physical distancing, we’ve installed clear, acrylic shields on top of desks and
tables in the classrooms and between sinks in bathrooms with more than one sink.

Disinfectant Cleaners
TCS uses medical-grade, EPA-registered disinfectants that are approved for use against
SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19). These disinfectant cleaners are used
multiple times throughout the day on high-touch areas and again every night as part of
regular, ongoing cleaning and sanitizing efforts at TCS.
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Other Enhancements We’ll have hand sanitizing stations and hands-free water bottle

filling stations throughout campus, and we’re testing an outdoor sink for hand washing
while students are learning and playing outside.

Preparing Children for Learning
We are adding new policies and procedures this school year to prioritize our community’s
health and safety. These procedures are new for all of us, so TCS Counselor Natalie
Grubbs, along with Lower School Director of Student Life & Director of Equity and
Inclusion Morgan Darby, and Upper School Director of Student Life & High School
Counseling Erin Joyner, created these guides to help prepare students for the new school
year:

Lower School on-campus students
Upper School on-campus students
Lower School remote learning students
Upper School remote learning students

The guide will help students understand what has changed - and also remains the same -
this school year.

Natalie, Erin, and Morgan are prepared to prioritize children’s social and emotional health
whether they are on campus or in remote learning as students reunite with old friends and
teachers or meet new ones, adjust to new policies and procedures, and engage in
enriching learning opportunities.
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Teaching & Learning
Class Pod Size and Structure

● Pod sizes are determined by classroom dimensions and the number of students
that can fit in the space with physical distancing measures in place. This means that
pod sizes range from 8 - 9 in Early learning 3’s/4’s, 10 - 11 in Early Learning 4’s/5’s,
10 - 12 in our kindergarten - grade 5 classrooms, and 12 - 17 in our Middle Grades
(grades 6 - 8) classrooms.

● We will also have a secondary grouping for math and Resource groups. While we
recognize that this represents another layer of mixing, we believe it is an important
exception to support differentiation in math and reading (for students who use
Resource). Our consultations with medical experts, including physicians,
epidemiologists, and researchers inside and outside of the school community were
supportive of the school’s decision to allow these limited secondary groupings in
combination with the school’s contact tracing program, which enables these groups
or contacts to quarantine, if needed.

● Classes are made up of a mix of on-campus and remote learners. We are balancing
the number of remote students across in-person classes to ensure equitable access
and support.

● Because we are allowing parents to move between on-campus and remote
learning, there may be changes to pod assignments once the school year starts to
balance these requests across pods. We recognize this will reset the pod
membership, and will only do this if it is necessary to minimize any additional
mixing of students.

● If half or more of a class requests remote learning, the school may create a
remote-only pod if it determines that is the best configuration for the grade. In this
case, pod assignments would shift to accommodate this change.

Recess
● Children need unstructured time to play and connect with their peers so each

grade-level will have protected recess time and a Fruit Break time every day. We
have created a recess schedule and assigned play areas for activities on our
playgrounds, fields, and Piedmont Park to further reduce interactions between
pods. Our facilities team will clean all playground equipment in between each
group. Students should not bring equipment from home, and will be required to
wear masks during recess time.
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Remote Learning
School-wide Shift to Remote Learning

● Based on CDC predictions, we anticipate possible outbreaks of COVID-19 that
could impact on-campus learning in the future. In the event we are notified by
government officials or the health department that we need to close campus OR if
we have confirmed COVID-19 cases in multiple pods where the source of infection
can’t be traced, TCS may shift to remote learning.

● Due to the unique developmental needs of younger students, the school aims to
continue to offer parents with students in Early Learning (3’s/4’s and 4’s/5’s) -
grade 2 the option of on-campus learning as much as possible with the
recommended health and safety protocols in place in addition to a remote learning
option.

● At the school's discretion there may be times when the campus closes for students
in grades 3 - 8 while students in Early Learning (3’s/4’s and 4’s/5’s) - grade 2
continue to have the option of on-campus learning or choosing to switch to remote
learning. This may be the case, for example, if there are infections that are
concentrated within higher grades. At the school’s discretion there may also be
times when campus is closed for students in all grade levels and a school-wide shift
to remote learning is needed.

● During any period of temporary remote learning, we are committed to providing a
quality academic experience for our students with an approach that challenges
them academically, creates connection with teachers and classmates, and
considers a student’s social-emotional learning. Clear and consistent directions and
guidelines will be provided by our faculty every step of the way.

Remote Learning When in Quarantine
We understand that by prioritizing health and safety, we need to prepare for a certain
number of shifts to and from remote learning and on-campus learning throughout the
year, and we are committed to managing these shifts as smoothly as possible.

● Students who need to quarantine at any time throughout the school year will
follow the same remote learning plan we’ve outlined for families who choose
remote learning instead of  on-campus learning. Click here to read the plan.
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● We will notify parents of the directly affected pod and parents/caregivers will need
to pick-up their child(ren) within one hour of notification. The school will follow-up
with instructions on switching to remote learning.

Families Who Choose Remote Learning
We understand that some of our families may not feel comfortable with on-campus
learning so we are offering families the opportunity to choose remote learning. Click here
to read our remote learning plan.

● Parents have the flexibility to move between on-campus and remote learning
within these parameters:

○ Remote to On-Campus Learning: parents must give their division director
one week notice.

○ On-Campus to Remote Learning: parents can choose remote learning at any
time, but must commit to two weeks of remote learning before moving back
to on-campus learning.

● Please be aware these parameters are designed to offer flexibility to families while
also recognizing the need for consistency and predictability in teaching and
learning plans for students, families, faculty, and the school. At the school’s
discretion, these parameters may change as new information becomes available or
the school needs shift. If a family chooses to switch between on-campus and
remote learning frequently and in a way that the school considers to be disruptive
to the learning of the student or the rest of the pod, the assistant head for
academics and director of Upper School and Lower School director may, at their
discretion, ask the family to commit to longer periods of remote learning.

● Depending on the number of requests for remote learning, TCS may regroup
students to form a completely remote class, if the numbers warrant this and the
school determines that is the best configuration for the grade.
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Carpool
We’ve made significant updates to our carpool procedures this year so that we can
implement physical distance measures and administer health screenings for all students.

Here are a few things to remember about carpool this year:

Multi-family Carpool
To help minimize the spread of COVID-19, we strongly encourage all TCS
families to pick-up and drop-off only their own children when feasible.
Please know that all carpool members are sent home if one member of
the carpool is sick with COVID-19 symptoms or fails a temperature check
and will need to quarantine for up to 14 days, beginning on the day of
exposure to symptomatic carpool member.

Please Allow More Time
Morning and afternoon carpool will take more time this year because of
the health and safety measures we’ve implemented. Please make sure to
factor this in when you’re planning your commute to and from school.

Carpool Numbers at All Times
We are using your assigned carpool number to quickly check-in families
during morning carpool and call out children from classrooms in the
afternoon. All parents need to  hang their carpool tag (or write their
carpool number on a white sheet of paper if you misplace it) from their
mirror during morning and afternoon carpool to ensure carpool runs
efficiently. All new TCS families should have received their assigned
carpool number in the mail. If you have any questions about your assigned
carpool number, please contact Registrar & Enrollment Management
Coordinator Cheri Menosky at cherim@tcsatl.org.

Carpool Traffic Rules
To help carpool run smoothly and efficiently, all caregivers need to follow
the carpool traffic rules. Click here for a full list of the rules.
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Morning Carpool Procedures

We will implement a significantly modified carpool process to allow for screenings and
safe entrance into campus. Please allow up to 15 minutes for the carpool process due to
health screenings.

1.
Complete the Health Screening Form BEFORE Drop-off
You MUST fill out the Student Health Screening Form for each child within an
hour before carpool drop-off. If you do not have this form completed, you will
have to pull forward to the “Form Fill & Temp Re-check” station at the top of
the carpool line.

2.
Stop in front of a TCS Faculty/Staff Member at One of the Orange Cones
When you arrive, please signal and pull into the carpool lane at the curb.
Follow the car in front of you and stop in front of one of our 10 staff and faculty
members. Middle Grades (grades 6 - 8) students will not help out at carpool
this year.

3.
Temp Check and Hand Sanitizing
When your child exits the car, they will have their temperature checked and
hands sanitized by the TCS staff or faculty member you stopped in front of. The
driver must wait to leave until given the “clear” from the faculty/staff member.

If your child is in a car seat:
● Quickly exit the car to take your child out, transfer the child(ren) to a TCS faculty or

staff member, and quickly re-enter your car.
● Once your child(ren) is out, a TCS faculty or staff member will check their

temperature, sanitize their hands, and once the child(ren) is clear, an adult will take
your child to class if they are in Early Learning (3’s/4’s and 4’s/5’s), and will send the
child to class if they are in kindergarten or older. At the beginning of the school
year, TCS staff and faculty will  help all students find their pods.

● To help minimize the spread of COVID-19, parents cannot walk their child(ren) to
class.

If your child is in a regular seat:
● The child waits until a TCS faculty or staff member opens the car door, then exits

the car, and waits at the car for a TCS faculty or staff member.
● Once they are out, a TCS faculty or staff member will check their temperature,

sanitize their hands and, once they are clear, send the child to class if they are in
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kindergarten or older.
● A TCS faculty or staff member will walk Early Learning (3’s/4’s and 4’s/5’s) students

to their pod. TCS staff and faculty will  help all students find their pods.
● To help minimize the spread of COVID-19, parents cannot walk their child(ren) to

class.

Health Screening Form Fill
If you did not complete your child(ren)’s health screening form within one hour prior to
drop-off, you will pull down to the “Form Fill & Temp Re-check” station at the top of the
carpool line to fill out the form. Once the form is completed, the driver will need to circle
the block and get back in the carpool line or wait for the second screening results.

Temp Re-check
If your child shows a fever at the first checkpoint, the driver will pull down to the “Form Fill
& Temp Re-check” station at the end of the carpool line to have the student’s temperature
rechecked. If the second temperature check shows a fever of 100.4℉, then the child and all
carpool members will be sent home. The student with the temperature will follow scenario
#1 and carpoo members will follow scenario #4 of the Updated COVID-19 Scenarios
chart. Do not leave carpool until you receive a verbal cue that your child is not showing
a fever and that you have completed the required form.

Families who walk or bike to school
If students and parents are walking and/or biking to school, parents need to bring students
to the “Form Fill & Temp Re-check” station at the top of carpool to have their temperature
checked and hands sanitized. Families who walk or bike to campus still need to complete
the health screening form within one hour prior to drop-off and completion will be
confirmed at the “Form Fill & Temp Re-check” station.

Students who bike or walk to campus alone
Because of the new COVID protocols, we are not able to allow students to arrive on
campus on their own. Middle Grades (grades 6 - 8) students may walk or bike home in the
afternoon with parent permission. Click here for the self-transportation permission form
and please return it to your child(ren)’s teacher.
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Afternoon Carpool Procedures

1.
Arrive at Your Designated Pick-up Time
To help afternoon carpool run smoothly and efficiently, we will have three
different pick-up times. Make sure your carpool tag is hanging from your
mirror or you have written your carpool number on a sheet of paper and
displayed in your front windshield.

2.
Pull up in Front of the School
Using your carpool number, TCS staff and faculty will call your child(ren) from
their pod to the front of school.

Walker/Biker Pick-up
Parents who walk or bike can pick-up their child(ren) from the top or bottom
of the carpool line. A TCS faculty or staff member with a walkie is stationed at
either end of the carpool line and can call for your child to meet them at your
location.

3.
Wait for your Child(ren)
TCS faculty and staff members will help your child(ren) to your car.

Early Learning Half Day Pick-up at 12:30 p.m.
Early Learning families can pick up their half-day students at 12:30 p.m. and should follow
the Late Drop-offs/Early Pick-ups procedures.

Late Pick-ups
TCS cannot offer a drop-in option for Extended Day, and as such, it is especially
important for parents/caregivers to be on time for their designated afternoon pick-up
time. All carpool suspends at 3:45 p.m. (2:45 p.m. on Fridays). There will be a late fee of
$5.00 per minute for late arrivals, and students will need to wait in a designated spot for
parents to arrive.

If parents/caregivers know they are going to be late, they must call the main office number
(404-873-6985) and alert the school of the late pick-up and expected arrival time. Please
park in the carpool lane, wait in your car, and wait for a TCS employee to bring your
child(ren) to your car.
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Extended Day Discovery/EPIC Carpool
Discovery/EPIC ends promptly at 5:30 p.m. and aftercare carpool runs from 5:10 - 5:30
p.m. If you arrive after 5:30 p.m., please park in the carpool lane, call the main office
number (404-873-6985), and wait for a TCS employee to bring your child(ren) to your
car. There is a $5.00 per minute late fee for children who are picked up after 5:30 p.m.

Late Drop-offs & Early Pick-ups

● Late Drop-offs/Early Pick-ups
If you are a parent/caregiver who needs to drop-off a child(ren) after morning
carpool has ended or pick-up a student before 2:45 p.m. (1:45 p.m. on Fridays),
please follow these important directions:

● You will need to complete the checkout form to check-in or check-out your
child(ren).

● Once you've completed the form, park in the carpool lane, call the main
office number (404-873-6985), and a TCS employee will walk your child to
or from your car.

● Picking up from Discovery/EPIC
If you are picking up your child(ren) from Extended Day Discovery/EPIC any time
from 3:45 - 5:10 p.m., call the main office number (404-873-6985) and then fill out
the Discovery/EPIC checkout form. A TCS employee will walk your child(ren) to
your car.

● Students Only Released to Authorized Caregivers
TCS will not release children to anyone other than those who are listed as an
authorized caregiver in Veracross. You can update your authorized caregiver list in
your Veracross Parent Portal. If a caregiver is not listed in Veracross, TCS needs
written notification to allow someone else to pick up your child.
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Updated Food Policy
Food at Classroom Events
For events such as birthdays, it is permissible for a parent to send their child
with treats to share (such as cookies or cupcakes) with the pod. These treats
can be homemade or store-bought and should be nut-free, if the pod is
nut-free. The treats do not need to be individually wrapped, but the teacher
will wear gloves when distributing the treats.

Student Lunches
Students can bring their lunch from home or order from Atlanta Lunch Co.
They should only eat their own lunch and snacks and they shouldn’t share
with classmates.

Dropping off Items to Students
Lunches, homework, and outside items will not be accepted during the
school day. Please be sure students have their necessary belongings before
coming to campus each day.

Meal Delivery Services Prohibited
Food delivery from services like Uber Eats, DoorDash, Postmates, etc. is
prohibited until deemed safe by school administration and is subject to
limitations or prohibitions if necessary.

No Wednesday Nibbles
In the past, parents have volunteered to bring snacks and treats for faculty
and staff every other Wednesday through the Parents Association (PA)
Hospitality Committee. This has been a beloved and much appreciated
tradition at TCS! To prioritize the health and safety of our entire community,
the school can’t accommodate Wednesday Nibbles this year. We look
forward to working with the Hospitality Committee to continue other ways
of spreading cheer throughout the community and celebrating faculty and
staff appreciation. More information about the PA will be shared after the
start of school this fall.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/11q3oKoM6BEa7TcSFaxkDtA1OLgamJFld/view?usp=sharing


Extended Day Registration
We have reimagined the structure of our Extended Day Discovery (age 3 - grade 5) and
EPIC (grades 6 - 8) after-school programs so that we can continue to provide care to
families who need it while keeping the fun games, outdoor time, and STEAM activities
with health and safety guidelines from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) in place.

These changes include:
● Smaller classes to implement physical distance measures
● Limited mixing of groups to no more than two grade levels
● Offering a remote Extended Day Discovery/EPIC option
● Switching from a five, four, three, two, one day(s) fee structure to an annual or

monthly rate.
● We cannot accommodate drop-ins this year

Families who previously registered for 4 or 5 days of Discovery/EPIC during the
enrollment and re-enrollment period have been automatically registered for the annual
option and charged the annual rate. Families who registered for 3 days or fewer need to
register for either the annual or monthly options.

If you have any questions about the new fee structure or about Extended Day Discovery
or EPIC, please contact Extended Day & Summer Learning Operations Manager Vaunghn
Benjamin (vaughnb@tcsatl.org).
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Enrichment, Day School Electives & Athletics

Out of an abundance of caution, our Middle Grades (grades 6 - 8) students will not
participate in the Metro Atlanta Athletics Conference (MAAC) this fall. We're offering
winter/spring intramural sports at TCS for student-athletes in grades 3 - 8 that would
enable students to maintain the same health and safety precautions we have established
for being on campus such as limited mixing of groups and physical distancing measures.

We are exploring ways to safely offer TCS Players (theater group), TCS Voices (chorus),
and Enrichment activities like chess, LEGO building, and more. We’ll share more
information as soon as we have made a determination.

Outdoor Education & Field Trips
Following CDC guidelines, we will not be able to have field trips or outdoor education
experiences for the foreseeable future. If this recommendation changes, we are in
communication with the organizations that we partner with for outdoor education to
keep us informed about their process and protocols, and will make a determination about
when and if it is safe to resume our outdoor education and field experiences.
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References
The Children’s School’s planning team is consulting with and
influenced by a wide range of local and federal governments,
Georgia Department of Public Health,  local colleges along
with other metro Atlanta private and public schools,
corporations, physicians inside and outside of the school
community, epidemiologists, researchers, and reports including:

● American Academy of Pediatrics, COVID 19 Planning Considerations: Guidance for

School Re-entry; Webinar: The Pediatrician's Guide To School Reopening

● Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Considerations for K-12 Schools:

Readiness and Planning Tool

● Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL)

● Mid-South Independent School Business Officers (MISBO)

● National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS)

● National Business Officers Association (NBOA)

● Serving and Accrediting Independent Schools (SAIS)

● The Office of Governor Brian Kemp, 2020 Executive Orders
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http://www.decal.ga.gov/BFTS/Covid19.aspx
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