
 
Summer Reading At A Glance: 

 
1. Each child should read, or hear read-aloud, at least five books.  
 
2. Read to your pre-reader or beginning reader for at least twenty minutes 
every day.  
 
3. Rising 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th graders must read the book required for their 
grade level, plus four others. Check the corresponding grade-level list for the 
specific title.  
 
4. List books on the Reading Record (below). 
 
5. Bring the completed Reading Record to teachers by August 28. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Summer Reading Record 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Teachers (fall): _____________________________________________________ 
 
Each student should read, or hear read aloud, at least five books. Please list the titles 
of your five books below. If you read or listened to more than five, please write those 
down, too.  
 
 

1. __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
2. __________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

3. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

4. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

5. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

6. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

7. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

8. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

9. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

10. __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

This page should be returned to your classroom teachers no later than Friday, 
August 28.  

 
 
 



Dear Parents: 
 

The summer reading list has arrived! We have made a few changes that we hope 

will make it easier for you to find books that appeal to your child. First, the lists of books 

for the youngest grade levels are still quite lengthy, since pre-readers really need a steady 

stream of delicious books for parents to read aloud to them. The list for rising third and 

fourth graders has been shortened and organized into three broad genres, while the list for 

rising fifth and sixth graders is meant to be used as a digital document. That list is also 

organized loosely by genre, and instead of descriptions of each book, there are links 

directly to the IndieBound website or Amazon.  

Each list contains a mix of recent titles and older ones as well. Children’s books 

tend to go “out of print” pretty quickly, so some of these titles may only be available used 

or from your public library, but they are still great books!  

Please keep in mind that this list is provided as a starting point and a helpful 

resource. Research shows that children read more when they are allowed to choose what 

they read, so we encourage you to give your child as much independence as possible 

when selecting books. If your child’s taste in books runs counter to your own, keep in 

mind that whatever phase it is will not last forever, and try to be as supportive as 

possible. Children read for just as many different reasons as adults do – to laugh, learn, 

get goosebumps, find comfort, puzzle over a mystery or visit other worlds.   

If your child needs extra incentive to read, consider participating in a summer 

reading program offered by your public library or local bookstore. Little Shop of Stories 

in Decatur is one of our favorite bookstores and they have a reading program as well as 

story times and book clubs for kids of all ages.    

Please note that students in third through sixth grade have one required book to 

read, plus four others of their choice. The title of the required book can be found on the 

corresponding grade-level list.  

Have a wonderful summer!  

 
Callie & Katie  
The Children’s School Library 

 
 
 
 



Summer Reading Recommendations 
For students entering 2nd grade 
 
Picture books for parents to read aloud: 
 
Cinders       Brett 
Cinders, the most picked upon hen in the flock, becomes the most loved by Prince 
Cockerel when she arrives at his ball looking so beautiful that even her bossy sisters do 
not recognize her. 
 
Heroes of the Surf      Carbone 
When the huge steamship on which they are traveling runs aground off the New Jersey 
coast in 1882, two boys and their families are among the passengers dramatically rescued 
by members of the U.S. Life Saving Service. Includes notes about the event on which the 
story is based. 
 
Martina the Beautiful Cockroach    Deedy 
In this humorous retelling of a Cuban folktale, a cockroach interviews her suitors in order 
to decide whom to marry. 
 
A Dance Like Starlight: One Ballerina’s Dream  Dempsey 
A young girl growing up in Harlem in the 1950s, whose mother cleans and stitches 
costumes for a ballet company, dreams of becoming a prima ballerina one day, and is 
thrilled to see a performance of Janet Collins, the first "colored" prima ballerina. 
 
Grace for President       Dipucchio 
After finding out there has never been a female U.S. president, Grace decides to run in 
her school’s mock election, where she learns about the American electoral system and 
sets out to be the best person for the job even though her opponent, Thomas, seems to be 
winning all the boys’ votes. 
 
The Matchbox Diary      Fleischman 
When a little girl visits her great-grandfather at his curio-filled home, she chooses an 
unusual object to learn about: an old cigar box. What she finds inside surprises her… a 
collection of matchboxes that make up her great-grandfather’s diary. 
 
Hermelin the Detective Mouse    Grey 
A mouse with typewriting skills secretly helps the people of Offley Street find lost items, 
and eventually saves the day. 
 
Remy and Lulu      Hawkes 
A down-on-his-luck painter with poor eyesight teams up with a dog with a knack for 
painting portraits. 
 
Where’s the Dragon?      Hook 
Mr. Jones and his grandson, George, set out to find the dragon believed to live in the 
mountains. 
 



The All-American Jump and Jive Jig    Hueston 
All across the country children are jumping and jiving to their own unique dances, be it 
the Rockland Sock Hop from Maine, the Lubbock Line Dance from Texas, or the Hilo 
Hula from Hawaii. 
 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind    Kamkwamba 
14-year-old William Kamkwamba’s Malawi village was hit by a drought in 2001, and 
after reading about windmills at the library he built a functioning windmill that brought 
electricity to his village.  
 
Joha Makes a Wish: A Middle Eastern Tale   Kimmel 
An original story, based on the Joha tales of the Arabic-speaking world, in which a 
hapless man finds a wishing stick that brings him nothing but bad luck. Includes an 
author’s note about the history of Joha tales. 
 
No Fair Science Fair      Poydar 
As the judging of his class’s science fair approaches, Otis has trouble even thinking of an 
idea but once he has built a bird feeder he is determined to make some good observations, 
no matter how long it takes. 
 
How to Make a Cherry Pie and See the U.S.A.  Priceman 
Since the Cook Shop is closed, the reader is led around the United States to gather coal, 
cotton, granite, and other natural resources needed to make the utensils for preparing a 
cherry pie. 
 
Abe’s Honest Words: the Life of Abraham Lincoln  Rappaport 
Abraham Lincoln grows from a young boy in the unsettled Midwest to the sixteenth 
president of the United States, leading the country through the Civil War and abolishing 
slavery.  
 
Epossumondas Plays Possum     Salley 
Forgetting his mother’s warnings, Epossumondas goes into the swamp alone then must 
pretend to be dead time and again as he hears frightening sounds and fears they are being 
made by the dreaded loup garou. 
 
Sweet Music in Harlem     Taylor 
C.J., who aspires to be as great a jazz musician as his uncle, searches for Uncle Click's 
hat in preparation for an important photograph and inadvertently gathers some of the 
greatest musicians of 1950s Harlem to join in on the picture. 
 
LaRue Across America: Postcards from the Vacation Teague 
Mrs. LaRue takes a cross-country drive with her hospitalized neighbor’s cats and her own 
dog, Ike, who keeps the cats’ owner informed of their misadventures through a series of 
postcards. 
 
 
 
 



The Circus Ship      Van Dusen 
After courageously swimming to shore when the ship that they are traveling on sinks and 
the wretched captain does nothing to rescue them, circus animals find a way to become a 
valued part of a coastal community. 
 
Brothers at Bat      Vernick 
Documents the story of the Baseball Hall of Fame honorees, tracing how the Acerra 
family of New Jersey formed their own semi-pro baseball team in the 1930s and became 
the longest-running all-brother team in history. 
 
Art & Max       Wiesner 
Max wants to be an artist like Arthur, but his first attempt at using a paintbrush sends the 
two friends on a whirlwind trip through various media, with unexpected consequences. 
 
Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs    Willems 
Presents the wacky story of three dinosaurs, including a visitor from Norway, who insist 
that they have not tidied up their home and prepared yummy pudding to trap a tasty little 
girl. 
 
Lin-Yi's Lantern       Williams 
When his mother sends him to the market to buy necessities for the upcoming festival, 
Lin Yi is certain his bargaining skills will get him the best prices and he will have money 
left over for his coveted red rabbit lantern. 
 
Won-Ton: A Cat Tale Told in Haiku    Wardlaw 
A cat arrives at a shelter, arranges to go home with a good family, and settles in with 
them, all the while letting them know who is boss and, finally, sharing his real name. 
 
Each Kindness       Woodson 
When Ms. Albert teaches a lesson on kindness, Chloe realizes that she and her friends 
have been wrong in making fun of new student Maya’s shabby clothes and refusing to 
play with her. 
 
 
 
Chapter books: 
 
John Jasper Dooley: Star of the Week   Adderson 
At last, it's Jasper John Dooley's turn to be Star of the Week at school. Unfortunately, 
nothing turns out as planned. But with a little help from family and friends, things turn 
around for Jasper. And by the time Friday arrives, he is once again sure that he has what 
it takes to be a star. Series. 
 
Roscoe Riley Rules #1: Never Glue Your Friends to Chairs Applegate 
When the first-graders’ bee antennae would not stay on their heads and the drummers 
would not stay in their seats for the open house play, Roscoe decides to help by using the 
"don’t-you-dare" glue. Series (Critter Club). 
 



Amy and the Missing Puppy     Barkley 
During Spring Break, mystery lover Amy looks for clues to the disappearance of wealthy 
Ms. Sullivan's Saint Bernard puppy. Series. 
 
Tumtum & Nutmeg: Adventures Beyond Nutmouse Hall Bearn 
Wealthy, married mice Tumtum and Nutmeg find adventure when they secretly try to 
help two human siblings who live in a tumbledown cottage with their absent-minded 
inventor father. Series. 
 
The Magical Ms. Plum      Becker 
The students in Ms Plum’s third grade class soon learn that there is something very 
special about their teacher and her classroom’s mysterious supply closet. 
 
Benny Bensky and the Parrot-Napper   Borsky 
When their neighbor, Mrs. Graham, charges Rosie and Fran with the responsibility of 
taking care of her pet, Peanut the Parrot, the girls and Benny think the job will be a walk 
in the park. 
 
Bad Kitty Gets a Bath      Bruel 
Takes a humorous look at the normal way cats bathe, why it is inappropriate for humans 
to bathe that way, and the challenges of trying to give a cat a real bath with soap and 
water. Includes fun facts, glossary, and other information. Series. 
 
No Dogs Allowed       Calmenson & Cole 
Kate and Lucie are best friends. Kate is neat and Lucie is messy. Kate wakes up early and 
Lucie loves to sleep in. But both girls love, love, love dogs! 
 
The Lucky Baseball Bat     Christopher 
Marty loses his lucky baseball bat and his confidence along with it, and wonders if he 
will recover both in time to help the Tigers win the championship. 
 
Jenny Archer, Author      Conford 
Stymied by an assignment to write her autobiography, Jenny decides to enhance her life 
story by using her considerable imagination. 
 
Absolutely Lucy       Cooper 
Bobby is a shy boy until he gets a beagle puppy named Lucy, who helps him to make 
new friends. 
 
Chicken Squad: The First Misadventure    Cronin 
Meet the Chicken Squad: Dirt, Sugar, Poppy, and Sweetie. These chicks are not your 
typical barnyard puffs of fluff, and they are not about to spend their days pecking chicken 
feed and chasing bugs. No sir, they’re too busy solving mysteries and fighting crime.  
 
The Best Horse Ever      Delacroix 
Nine-year-old Abby finally gets her own horse, but will this new responsibility mean she 
must give up everything else? 
 



Donavan’s Word Jar      DeGross 
When the jar that Donavan keeps his word collection in fills up, he finds a special way to 
give his words away and get something wonderful in return. 
 
Mercy Watson to the Rescue     DiCamillo 
After Mercy the pig snuggles to sleep with the Watsons, all three awaken with the bed 
teetering on the edge of a big hole in the floor.  Series. 
 
Nikki and Deja      English 
When an arrogant new girl comes to school, third-graders and best friends Nikki and 
Deja decide to form a club that would exclude her but find the results not what they 
expected. Series. 
 
Plum Fantastic      Goldberg 
Alexandrea Petrakova Johnson does not want to be a beautiful ballerina, and she does not 
want to leave her friends in Apple Creek. Unfortunately, that doesn't stop her ballet-crazy 
mother from moving them to Harlem, or from enrolling Al at the Nutcracker School of 
Ballet. Series. 
 
Make Way for Dyamonde Daniel     Grimes 
Spunky third-grader Dyamonde Daniel misses her old neighborhood, but when she 
befriends a boy named Free, another new student at school, she finally starts to feel at 
home. Series. 
 
Bramble and Maggie: Horse Meets Girl   Haas 
Bramble the horse gets bored giving riding lessons, but regains her enthusiasm when she 
goes to live with a girl named Maggie. 
 
Princess in Black      Hale 
Who says princesses don't wear black? When trouble raises its blue monster head, 
Princess Magnolia ditches her flouncy dresses and becomes the Princess in Black! 
 
How to Save Your Tail…     Hanson 
When he is captured by two of the queen’s cats, Bob the rat prolongs his life by sharing 
fresh-baked cookies and stories of his ancestors, whose escapades are remarkably similar 
to those of well-known fairy tale heroes. 
 
Uh-oh, Cleo       Harper 
What starts out as a perfectly ordinary day in the Small house turns into Stitches Saturday 
when Cleo gets a cut on the head after her twin brother, Jack, accidentally pulls down 
their "Toy House."  Series. 
 
Starring Grace      Hoffman 
Grace and her friends have all sorts of adventures during their summer vacation--going to 
the circus, taking an imaginary safari, making friends with an elderly neighbor, 
pretending to be astronauts, and calling the paramedics when her grandmother has an 
accident.  Also Encore, Grace! 
 



Andy Shane and the Very Bossy Dolores Starbuckle  Jacobson 
Andy Shane hates school, mainly because of a tattletale know-it-all named Dolores 
Starbuckle, but Granny Webb, who has taken care of him all his life, joins him in class 
one day and helps him solve the problem. Series. 
 
Toys Go Out        Jenkins  
Six stories relate the adventures of three best friends, who happen to be toys. 
 
A Horn for Louis      Kimmel 
Seven-year-old Louis Armstrong plays his tin horn and dreams that his job as a junk 
collector on the streets of New Orleans will bring in enough money to buy a real brass 
trumpet.  
 
Captain Awesome to the Rescue!    Kirby 
When second-grader Eugene and his family move to a new neighborhood and he starts at 
a new school, he has a chance to bring out his superhero alter ego, Captain Awesome, to 
find the kidnapped class hamster. 
 
Lindbergh: The Tale of a Flying Mouse   Kuhlmann 
These are dark times . . . for a small mouse. A new invention—the mechanical 
mousetrap—has caused all the mice but one to flee to America, the land of the free. But 
with cats guarding the steamships, trans-Atlantic crossings are no longer safe. In the 
bleakest of places . . . the one remaining mouse has a brilliant idea. He must learn to fly! 
 
Catwings       LeGuin 
Four young cats with wings leave the city slums in search of a safe place to live, finally 
meeting two children with kind hands. 
 
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon    Lin 
Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical goldfish, and then joins a 
dragon that cannot fly on a quest to find the Old Man of the Moon in hopes of bringing 
life to Fruitless Mountain and freshness to Jade River. 
 
Ruby Lu, Brave and True     Look 
"Almost-eight-year-old" Ruby Lu spends time with her baby brother, goes to Chinese 
school, performs magic tricks and learns to drive, and has adventures with both old and 
new friends.  Also Ruby Lu: Empress of Everything. 
 
Stink: The Great Guinea Pig Express    McDonald 
Stink Moody, friends Webster and Sophie, and Mrs. Birdwistle visit tourist attractions in 
Virginia as they try to give away 101 guinea pigs rescued from a laboratory, although 
Stink is very reluctant to give away his favorite, Astro. Series.  
 
Jessica Finch in Pig Trouble      McDonald 
With her birthday coming up, Jessica hopes that, just maybe, her present will be a real-
live potbellied pig. Jessica can hardly wait for her party with Judy Moody and all their 
friends. 
 



Lulu and the Duck in the Park    McKay 
A young girl who loves animals brings an abandoned duck egg to school, even though 
her teacher has banned her from bringing animals to school ever again. Series. 
 
Miami Jackson Makes the Play    McKissack 
Miami's enjoyment of summer baseball camp is threatened by the presence of an 
antagonistic lodgemate and his main enemy, Destinee Tate. 
 
Pearl and Wagner: One Funny Day    McMullan 
April Fools’ Day is not a happy one for Wagner the mouse because his best friend, Pearl 
the rabbit, and other children and adults at school keep tricking him. 
 
Sylva and the Fairy Ball     McNamara 
Sylva Bell is not old enough to attend the Fairy Ball with her sisters Clara, Rosy, and 
Golden, but when a horde of trolls crashes the ball, Sylva bravely comes to the rescue. 
Series (The Fairy Bell Sisters). 
 
Pigsticks and Harold and the Incredible Journey   Milway 
In a wry new early reader, the world’s most optimistic pig and his nervous hamster 
sidekick set out on an exploration to find the Ends of the Earth. 
 
Down Girl and Sit:  Bad to the Bone    Nolan 
Down Girl, a dog, explains about her days spent protecting her home from the enemy 
next door named Here Kitty Kitty, and the many ways she tries to properly train her 
master Rruff. Series.  
 
Dear Tooth Fairy      O’Connor 
As Class Picture Day approaches, Robby is upset about being the only child in class who 
has not lost a tooth, and so he writes a letter to the Tooth Fairy in hopes that she can help. 
 
Rickshaw Girl       Perkins 
In her Bangladesh village, ten-year-old Naimi excels at painting designs called alpanas, 
but to help her impoverished family financially she would have to be a boy--or disguise 
herself as one. 
 
Mrs. Noodlekugel      Pinkwater 
Nick and Maxine have a new babysitter--the eccentric Mrs. Noodlekugel who lives in the 
funny little house behind their drab high-rise apartment building along with her feline 
butler, Mr. Fuzzface, and four farsighted mice. 
 
Big Max       Platt 
Big Max, the world's greatest detective, helps a king find his missing elephant. 
 
The Night Fairy       Schlitz 
When Flory the night fairy’s wings are accidentally broken and she cannot fly, she has to 
learn to do everything differently. 
 
 



There is a Carrot in My Ear (and other noodle tales) Schwartz 
A collection of six stories about a family of silly people, based on noodle folklore from 
America, Europe, and Asia. 
 
Summer Reading is Killing Me    Scieszka 
At the beginning of summer vacation Joe, Sam, and Fred find themselves trapped inside 
their summer reading list, involved in a battle between good and evil characters from 
well-known children’s books.  Many others in the Time Warp Trio series.  
 
Roger the Rat is on the Loose!    Smith 
Inspired by a notebook from her Aunt Bee, on whose farm she rescued several animals 
last year, Mimi advertises that she is available to help other animals in need and soon she 
and her three-legged dog, Maty, are on the trail of a lost rat. 
 
Good Night, Good Knight     Thomas 
A Good Knight helps three little dragons who are having trouble getting to sleep. 
 
Keena Ford and the Second Grade Mix-Up   Thomson 
Keena Ford chronicles her many mishaps as she begins second grade. 
 
The Case of the Gasping Garbage    Torrey 
Fourth-graders Drake Doyle and Nell Fossey combine their detective and scientific 
investigation skills to solve a variety of cases, involving a noisy garbage can, endangered 
frogs, a stuck truck, and a mysterious love letter. Includes a section of scientific 
experiments and activities. Series.  
 
EllRay Jakes is a Rock Star!     Warner 
Eight-year-old EllRay Jakes decides to "borrow" his father’s crystals to impress his 
classmates, but his plan to return the crystals before his father notices goes awry. 
 
Rise of the Earth Dragon     West 
Eight-year-old Drake is snatched up by the King's soldiers and taken to the castle where 
he is told by the wizard Griffith that he has been chosen to be a Dragon Master like Ana, 
Rori, and Bo--and his first task will be to discover whether his dragon, Worm, has any 
special powers. 
 
Bookmarks Are People Too!     Winkler & Oliver 
In the first book in this new series, Hank's class is putting on a play, and Hank wants the 
lead part: Aqua Fly. But he freezes in his audition and can only buzz like a fly. His 
teacher creates a special part for Hank, a silent bookmark. This may seem like an 
insignificant role, but when his enemy, Nick McKelty, freezes during the performance, 
it's up to Hank to save the play!  
 
Short graphic novels: 
 
The Super-Duper Dog Park     Steinke 
Dog lovers and their canine friends make their way to the Super Duper Dog Park on Dog 
Island, where dogs ride bicycles, make music, and enjoy a perfect day. 
 



Kit Feeny: On the Move      Townsend 
When plucky Kit Feeny moves to a new town, he immediately makes an enemy of the 
sadistic school bully and must struggle to find friends who share his interests. 
 
The Ferret’s a Foot      Venable & Yue 
Enthusiastic sidekick Hamisher the hamster and reluctant detective Sasspants the guinea 
pig investigate when their beloved home--Mr. Venezi’s pet shop--is vandalized. 


